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(54) Optical communication system employing spectrally sliced optical source 



(57) An apparatus and method provides optical mul- 
tiple wavelength signals using a single, broadband op- 
tical source 18 such, tor example, as an LED, to gener- 
ate many independent optical wavelength channels. An 
optical transmitter includes a wavelength channel defin- 
ing assembly 22 which resolves the broad spectrum 
pulses output by the source into discrete wavelength 
bands constituting respective pulses (i.e., wavelength 
channels) and which inserts a delay between the bands 
to define a sequence of individually addressable chan- 
nels. In accordance with one embodiment of the inven- 
tion, spectral splicing is achieved by a waveguide grat- 
ing router 36, and insertion of the respective delays is 



achieved by individual fiber sections 38, each section 
having a length selected to introduce a particular delay, 
coupled to the output ports of the router. The inserted 
delays can be conveniently selected to separate adja- 
cent wavelength channels and thereby minimize the 
likelihood of crosstalk. Pulses of the thus-resolved chan- 
nels arrive at different times to a multiplexer 40 which 
may be configured, for example, as a passive WDM mul- 
tiplexer or as a star combiner. The resulting sequence 
of addressable wavelength channels may be supplied 
to one or more high-speed, broadband modulators 26, 
with each modulator being operable to modulate some 
or all of the channels. 
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Description 

Field of The Invention 

The present invention relates generally to optical 
communications systems and, more particularly, to im- 
provements in optical communications systems em- 
ploying spectrally sliced, broad spectrum optical sourc- 



Background of the Invention 

The transmission capacity of optical communica- 
tions systems is presently limited by the optica! source 
modulation bandwidth and dispersive and nonlinear 
propagation effects. Although a span of optical fiber has 
a very broad optical bandwidth (1 0 - 20 THz), the system 
data rates transmitted over such spans are presently 
limited to about 2.5 Gbits/sec in single-channel commu- 
nications systems. Wavelength division multiplexing 
(WDM) generally increases optical system capacity by 
simultaneously transmitting data on several optical car- 
rier signals at different wavelengths. The total system 
capacity is increased by a factor equal to the number of 
different wavelength channels. Other advantages of 
WDM are realized in point-to-multipoint communica- 
tions systems such as in fiber-to-the-home. In this case, 
improved power splitting budget, security, upgradability, 
service flexibility and lower component speed require- 
ments compared to time-division-multiplex (TDM) point- 
to-point links make WDM attractive. 

WDM systems which have heretofore been pro- 
posed generally include a separate optical modulation 
source for each optical channel or individual transmis- 
sion wavelength. For example, an array of laser diodes 
may be used — with each laser diode being tuned to a 
different frequency and modulated individually The la- 
ser frequencies are combined as, for example, by an 
optical coupler and are then launched into one end of 
an optical fiber. At the other end of the fiber, the wave- 
length channels are separated from one another and di- 
rected to corresponding receivers. 

Due to a number of technical problems, presently 
proposed WDM systems are not regarded as being 
commercially viable for mass market applications like 
fiber distribution to the home. One such problem is the 
small number of channels currently accommodated. 
Specifically, while a WDM system would be considered 
cost-effective if a large number of channels (32 - 64 or 
even 128) were made available, present multi-channel 
laser diodes are very difficult to fabricate with accepta- 
ble yield even with as few as 8 channels. In addition, 
passive WDM splitters currently available have a large 
temperature variation of their passband channels, 
thereby requiring a continuous tunability in the mul- 
tichannel sources that has not yet been achieved. 

Therefore, although WDM offers an elegant solution 
to increasing the capacity and transparency of optical 



networks, WDM for fiber distribution networks as cur- 
rently envisioned is not deemed to be cost-competitive 
with simple point-to-point schemes (one fiber per cus- 
tomer), and more cost-effective schemes are needed. 
5 For fiber-to-the home optical communications systems, 
low-cost methods of delivering optical signals into and 
out from the home is a challenging problem. Although 
time-domain multiplexing (TDM) of data streams would 
be another method of increasing transmission capacity, 
10 it is not desirable to build a specific network with expen- 
sive high frequency electronic components that are dif- 
ficult to upgrade in the future. For example, in order to 
deliver 50 Mbits/sec data rates into a single house, a 32 
channel system would require transmitters, routers, am- 
is plifiers, receivers and modulators with 1 .5 Gbits/sec ca- 
pacity and above. It is not desirable to place such ex- 
pensive and state-of-the-art components into every 
home. In addition, it is desirable to have as much of the 
system in the field and in the home transparent and pas- 
20 sive, i.e. line-rate independent and not requiring any 
electrical powering. In addition to the low data rate sys- 
tems as required for local access (50 - 155 MHz), high 
data rate systems (622 MHz-2/5 Gbits.sec) can also 
benefit from WDM. In such a case, similar problems are 
25 caused by the difficulty in obtaining a multifrequency 
source with adequate channel tuning, stability and mod- 
ulation bandwidth. 

As is apparent from the above, there is a continuing 
need for an efficient and cost-effective WDM system that 
30 is capable of transmitting a large number of spectral 
channels. 

Summary of the Invention 

35 An optical multiple wavelength apparatus compris- 
es a broad spectrum optical source operable at a first 
rate to generate a sequence of output pulses having a 
spectral bandwidth encompassing a plurality of discrete 
wavelength bands; and a channel defining assembly op- 
40 tically coupled to said broad spectrum source for resolv- 
ing the output pulses of the optical source into said plu- 
rality of discrete wavelength bands, inserting a time de- 
lay between said discrete wavelength bands to thereby 
define a sequence of individually addressable wave- 
45 length channels, and combining the discrete wave- 
length bands into at least one multiplexed output signal. 

The optical source may be an optically amplified 
light emitting diode. 

The optica! multiple wavelength apparatus may f ur- 
so ther include an optical modulator encoding at least one 
optical wavelength channel using a data signal operat- 
ing at a second rate equal to or greater than said first 
rate to form at least one encoded optical channel. The 
second rate may be equal to or greater than said first 
55 rate multiplied by the number of optical wavelength 
channels. Each discrete wavelength channel may com- 
prise short optical pulses having a pulse width that is 
less than or equal to the inverse of the second rate. Al- 
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ternatively, each discrete wavelength channel may com- 
prise short optical pulses having a pulse width that is 
greater than the inverse of the second rate. 

The channel defining assembly may include a 
wavelength division demultiplexer having an input port 5 
optically coupled to said optical source and a plurality of 
output ports, said wavelength division multiplexer being 
operable to resolve each input optical pulse into a plu- 
rality of short optical pulses, each short optical pulse cor- 
responding to one of said discrete wavelength bands io 
and being supplied at one of said plurality of output 
ports. The channel defining assembly may further in- 
clude a plurality of optical fiber delay lines, each delay 
line being optically coupled to one of the output ports of 
said demultiplexer, for delaying the time when short op- i$ 
tical pulses associated with a given wavelength channel 
arrive at an output of the channel defining assembly rel- 
ative to when pulses associated with other wavelength 
channels arrive. The channel defining assembly may 
further include an optical combiner (e.g., a star coupler 20 
or a wavelength division multiplexer) having a plurality 
of input ports and at least one output port for receiving 
respectively delayed optical pulses from said delay lines 
and combining at least some of them for subsequent 
transmission over a common waveguide. Said wave- 25 
length division demultiplexer may include a waveguide 
grating router. 

Said wavelength channel defining assembly may in- 
clude a star coupler having N input ports and M output 
ports, a plurality of optical fiber delay lines each coupled 30 
to a corresponding one of said output ports, and a wave- 
length division multiplexer having input ports each cou- 
pled to a respective one of said fiber delay lines, where 
N is an integer equal to or greater than one, M is an 
integer equal to a maximum number of optical channels 
definable by the wavelength channel defining means, 
and at least one of said input ports is coupled to said 
optical source. 

A transmitter for use in an optical communication 
system, comprises a broad spectrum optical source op- 
erable at a first rate to generate a sequence of output 
pulses having a spectral bandwidth encompassing a 
plurality of discrete wavelength bands; channel defining 
means optically coupled to said broad spectrum source 
for resolving the output pulses of the optical source into 
a plurality of short optical pulses corresponding to said 
discrete wavelength bands, for inserting a time delay be- 
tween said short optical pulses to thereby define a reor- 
dered sequence of individually addressable wavelength 
channels, and for combining the discrete wavelength 
bands into at least one multiplexed output signal; and 
an optical modulator for encoding at least one of the 
wavelength channels using a data signal operating at a 
second rate equal to or greater than said first rate to 
form an encoded optical channel. Adjacent wavelength 
channels may be separated in the time domain in the 
reordered sequence of wavelength channels to thereby 
reduce crosstalk. 



A method of operating a transmitter in an optical 
communication system, comprises the steps of: resolv- 
ing output pulses of a broad spectrum optical source into 
a plurality of discrete wavelength bands; inserting a time 
delay between the resolved discrete wavelength bands 
to thereby define a sequence of individually addressable 
wavelength channels; and combiningthe discrete wave- 
length bands into at least one multiplexed output signal. 
The method may further include a step of sequentially 
modulating, using a single modulator after the combin- 
ing step, a plurality of the wavelength channels with data 
for transmission to a remote receiver. The sequence of 
resolved discrete wavelength bands may be reordered 
during said time delay inserting step. The method may 
further include a step of amplifying the output of the op- 
tical source prior to said resolving step. 

A method of operating a multiple wavelength optical 
communication system comprises the steps of: resolv- 
ing output pulses of a broad spectrum optical source into 
a plurality of discrete wavelength bands; inserting a time 
delay between the discrete wavelength bands to there- 
by define a sequence of individually addressable wave- 
length channels; combining the resolved discrete wave- 
length bands into at least one multiplexed output signal; 
and sequentially modulating after the combining step, 
using a single modulator, a plurality, of the wavelength 
channels with data for transmission to a remote receiver. 

Said time delay inserting step may be performed 
prior to said resolving step. 

The method may further include a step of launching 
the modulated wavelength channels into an optical me- 
dium for transmission to a multiple wavelength receiver. 
The method may further include a step of receiving the 
launched channels at a multiple wavelength receiver 
comprising either a waveguide grating router or a dif- 
fraction grating or an interference filter array or a wave- 
length division demultiplexer, followed by photodetec- 
tors. 

The aforementioned deficiencies are addressed, 
and an advance is made in the art, by spectrally slicing 
the output spectrum of an optical source into a sequence 
of individually addressable wavelength channels. In ac- 
cordance with an illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention, spectral slicing is achieved by a multiple 
channel filter such, for example, as a waveguide grating 
router, and the sequence is defined by a plurality of op- 
tical delay lines coupled to the outputs of the multiple 
channel filter. According to the invention, each delay line 
is associated with a respective wavelength channel and 
provides a delay of that channel which differs from the 
delay introduced on all the other channels so that a re- 
peating sequence of discrete wavelength channels or 
pulses is provided. 

The thus-formed streams of pulses may then be 
multiplexed, modulated, and transmitted over an optical 
medium such, for example, as one or more single-mode 
fibers to a remote receiver. Advantageously, a single, 
high-speed single-channel modulator may be used to 
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separately modulate each of the wavelength channels 
- obviating the need for large arrays of modulators, 
wherein one modulator is used for each wavelength, as- 
sociated with previous configurations. 

Illustratively, each delay line may be configured as 
a section of fiber coupled to a corresponding output port 
of the waveguide grating router with the length of each 
respective fiber section determining the magnitude of its 
corresponding delay. The lengths of adjacent delay line 
fibers may be selected such that the wavelength pulse 
trains are reordered prior to transmission to the remote 
receiver(s). Linear crosstalk due to interchannel spec- 
tral overlapping has been identified as a significant prob- 
lem in WDM systems employing spectrally sliced sourc- 
es. According to an especially preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, the arrival times of adjacent spec- 
trally sliced channels, as seen by a remote receiver, are 
reordered in a manner that reduces such interchannel 
overlapping. 

An optical multiple wavelength communication sys- 
tem is formed by using the multiple wavelength appara- 
tus together with a multiple wavelength receiver for de- 
multiplexing the received encoded optical signal into the 
plurality of modulated optical wavelength channels. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

The aforementioned features and benefits of the in- 
vention will be better understood from a consideration 
of the detailed description which follows taken in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a multiple wavelength 
communication system constructed in accordance 
with the present invention; 

FIG. 2A is a graphical representation ol an illustra- 
tive sequence of broad spectrum pulses from which 
a plurality of discrete wavelength channels are de- 
rived in accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2B is a graphical representation of discrete 
wavelength channels following spectral slicing; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a multiple wave- 
length communication system in which a wave- 
length channel defining assembly constructed in 
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the 
present invention is employed; 

FIG. 4 depicts the ideal transmission function of a 
multiple wavelength filter that may be employed in 
the wavelength channel defining assembly of FIG. 

3; 

FIG. 5A shows an integrated-optic WDM device 
conventionally used to implement the spectral slic- 



ing waveguide grating router (WGR) employed as 
the multiple channel filter in the embodiment of FIG. 

3; 

s FIG. 5B shows the periodic passband transmission 

characteristic for the router device of FIG. 5A; 

FIG. 6A is an exemplary frequency spectrum of a 
light emitting diode (LED) which may be employed 
io as a broad spectrum optical source in accordance 
with the present invention; 

FIG. 6B depicts the frequency spectrum of FIG. 6A 
following amplification and spectral slicing to pro- 
15 duce a number of discrete wavelength channels in 
accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 7 shows the measured, delayed pulse streams 
ol the eight wavelength channels output by the 
20 waveguide grating router employed in the illustra- 
tive embodiment of FIG. 3, following the insertion of 
delays and consequent reordering; 

FIG. 8A shows the signals of FIG. 7 following trans- 
25 mission, demultiplexing, and detection at a remote 
receiver; 

FIG. 8B shows the eye pattern, with data modula- 
tion, at -32 dBm received power of one of the re- 
30 ceived and detected channels provided during op- 
eration of the illustrative configuration depicted in 
FIG. 3; 

FIG. 9 A is a schematic diagram of a wavelength 
35 channel defining assembly constructed in accord- 
ance with another embodiment of the present in- 
vention; and 

FIG. 9B is a schematic diagram depicting a wave- 
40 length channel defining assembly constructed in 
accordance with a further embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Detailed Description 

45 

According to the present invention, the broad spec- 
trum output from a suitable optical source - illustratively, 
a light emitting diode (LED) having an output centered 
at a typical telecommunicatbns wavelength such as, for 

50 example, 1 550 nm - is spectrally sliced and then proc- 
essed in a manner which enables it to reliably serve a 
larger number of subscribers than has heretofore been 
deemed practicable. 

An illustrative multiple wavelength optical commu- 

55 nication system 10 constructed in accordance with the 
present invention is shown schematically in FIG. 1. As 
seen in FIG. 1 , system 10 includes a transmitter 12 and 
a receiver 14. A broad spectrum optical pulse 16, from 
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optical source 18, is amplified by amplifier 20 and sup- 
plied to channel defining assembly 22. A pulse genera- 
tor 23 determines the width and repetition rate of the 
broad spectrum pulses which, illustratively, may be 2.5 
ns and 20 ns, respectively (FIG. 2A). As will be ex- 
plained in greater detail below, wavelength channel de- 
fining assembly 22 is operable to spectrally slice the out- 
put pulses supplied by optical source 18 into a plurality 
of discrete wavelength bands in the form of individual 
pulses - and, as indicated conceptually in FIG. 2B, 
insert a time delay between them so that they are indi- 
vidually addressable. That is, the broad spectrum 
source is spectrally sliced and processed to form a se- 
ries of modulated data pulses, each at a different wave- 
length. 

Each different wavelength (referred to herein as a 
wavelength channel) is modulated with the information 
to be transmitted on that particular channel. The trans- 
mitter 12 of the present invention provides a method of 
transmitting data on many separate wavelength chan- 
nels, using only a single broadband modulator. Option- 
ally, a frequency-dependent filter (not shown) such, for 
example, as a cladding-dumping fiber grating or a mul- 
tilayer interference filter may be connected to the output 
of wavelength channel defining assembly 22 to equalize 
the power spectra of some or all of the optical wave- 
length channels. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, a data generator 24 
generates multiple low-frequency data signals (illustra- 
tively 8-16 channels at 50 Mbits/sec per channel, for lo- 
cal access applications) that are time-division-multi- 
plexed (TDM) up to a high data rate (400-800 Mbits/ 
sec), in this example) by an electronic TDM unit (not 
shown). The resulting wavelength channels are encod- 
ed by modulator 26 using the high data rate signal output 
by the wavelength channel defining assembly and am- 
plified by amplifier 25. As will be readily appreciated by 
those skilled in the art, the high data rate signal should 
have a data rate which is at least equal to the rate (y) of 
the broad spectrum pulse rate multiplied by the number 
of wavelength channels utilized. 

Advantageously, the high data rate signal contain- 
ing may be encoded onto the multiple channel optical 
signal by passing it through a broadband optical modu- 
lator 26. This modulator 26 is capable of modulating op- 
tical signals over a wide wavelength range (50 nm band- 
width, typically) and has low polarization dependence. 
A bulk InGaAsP waveguide modulator is the preferred 
modulator 26 for this embodiment; however, any broad- 
band optical modulator could be used. The output of 
modulator 26 is transmitted over an optical medium 28 
(e.g., a single-mode optical fiber) to a multiple wave- 
length receiver 14 comprising, for example, a passive 
WDM splitter router 30 which demultiplexes the re- 
ceived optical signal into a plurality of modulated optical 
wavelength channels 32 (e.g., 50 MHz WDM channels) 
intended for the optical network unit 34 (ONU) of a par- 
ticular subscriber. 



While the receiver 14 has been described as utiliz- 
ing a passive WDM splitter or router, it should be under- 
stood that a waveguide grating router, diffraction grat- 
ing, interference filter array, or other apparatus for de- 
s multiplexing the received optical signal into the plurality 
of modulated optical wavelength channels may be uti- 
lized. 

An investigative system utilizing an LED centered 
at 1 550 nm as the optical source to serve up to 64 su fa- 
ro scribers is depicted in FIG. 2. It should be noted that 
although an output spectrum centered about 1 550 nm 
is shown and described in detail herein, it is nonetheless 
contemplated that the output spectrum of the optical 
source might alternatively be centered about some other 

15 wavelength of interest such, for example, as 1 300 nm, 
and that reference herein to any particular wavelength 
band is by way of illustrative example only. 

As will be readily appreciated by those skilled in the 
art the number of subscribers which may be served by 

20 a single optical source is dependent upon its output 
power. In the exemplary arrangement of FIG. 3, in which 
the optical source is an LED centered at 1550 nm, am- 
plifier 20 is preferably configured as a conventional er- 
bium doped fiber amplifier (EDFA). Fiber amplifiers are 

25 not currently available, however, for many other wave- 
length bands as, for example, those around 1 300 nm. 
In such cases, a semiconductor optical amplifier may be 
employed. The semiconductor optical amplifier may, if 
desired, be integrated with an LED optical source to ob- 

30 tain a monolith ically integrated LED-amplifier structure. 
The fabrication of such devices is believed to be well 
within the skill of those familiar with the art. For a de- 
tailed description of an integrated LED-amplifier suitable 
for 1 300 nm, however, reference may be had to a paper 

35 by K. -Y. Liou et al. entitled "Monolithically Integrated 
Semiconductor LED-Amplifier for Application as Trans- 
ceiver in Fiber Access Systems", IEEE Photonics Tech- 
nology Letters, Vol. 8, pp. 800-802. 

In any event, and with continued reference to the 

40 illustrative embodiment of FIG. 3, it will be seen that 
channel defining assembly 1 6 includes a multiple chan- 
nel filter device (e.g. a waveguide grating router 36) that 
selects and routes each successive wavelength chan- 
nel to a corresponding optical delay line (e.g., optical 

45 fiber sections 38a -38h) with as little crosstalk between 
the adjacent channels as possible. The transmission 
spectrum (wavelength comb) of an ideal multiple-chan- 
nel filter device which may be employed is shown in FIG. 
4. 

50 FIG. 5A shows an integrated-optic WDM device 
conventionally used to implement a spectral slicing 
waveguide grating router (WGR). FIG. 5B shows the pe- 
riodic passband transmission characteristic for the rout- 
er device 36. Within the band center, there are a number 

55 of desired transmission channels. Outside of that re- 
gion, the integrated-optic WGR components exhibit a 
periodic passband behavior. For a detailed description 
of the construction and operation of such a router, ref- 
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erence may be had to a paper by C. Dragone et al. en- 
titled "integrated Optics N X N Multiplexer on Silicon" 
IEEE Photonics Technology Letters, Vol. 3, pp. 896-899 
1991. 

To deliver an exemplary data rate of 50 Mb/sec per 
channel, the LED comprising illustrative optical source 
1 8 was directly modulated, to -7.9 dBm peak power, with 
2.5 nsec pulses at a repetition rate of 20 nsec. Such 
modulation results in a broad spectrum pulse such as 
the one shown in FIG. 6A. In the arrangement depicted 
in FIG. 3, amplifier 20 was configured as a two-stage 
fiber amplifier and was observed to increase the spec- 
trally sliced output to -7 dBm peak power per channel. 
The measured signal gain provided by the fiber amplifier 
was 22 dB. The 200 GHz inter-channel spacing of the 
spectral slicing WGR 36 filtered out the amplified spon- 
taneous emission noise from the fiber amplifier 20. 

FIG. 6B shows the amplified, spectrally sliced out- 
put spectrum of wavelength channel 4. The repeating 
peaks in FIG. 4 are separated by the 128-Afree spectral 
range of the WGR. All the other channels exhibit optical 
spectra similar to FIG. 4, except that they are equally 
spaced by the 16-A channel spacing of the WGR em- 
ployed. It will be readily appreciated by those skilled in 
the art from a comparison of FIGS. 2 and 4 that the am- 
plified and sliced spectrum is modified by the optical 
gain spectrum of the erbium-doped fiber amplifier 18. 
The measured total insertion loss of the WGR for each 
channel, including the spectral slicing loss, was about 
21 dB. 

Returning to FIG. 3, it will be seen that in addition 
to the multiple channel filter as WGR 36 and delay lines 
30a-30h, the illustrative wavelength channel defining 
assembly 22 further includes a multiple input port, mul- 
tiple output port optical coupler 40. In a manner which 
will now be described, the delay lines and coupler col- 
lectively serve to multiplex the spectrally-sliced LED out- 
put of the multiple channel filter into a sequence of indi- 
vidually addressable wavelength channels indicated 
generally as channels 1 -8. According to the present in- 
vention, fiber delay lines of different lengths are used at 
each of the output ports of the waveguide grating router 
36 to delay one pulse width per channel and then mul- 
tiplex, via the multiple port coupler 40, the respective 
pulses into a repeated pulse sequence. In the illustrative 
eight channel system depicted in FIG. 3, in which it is 
desired to obtain a data rate per channel of 50 Mb/s, the 
optical source 18 is pulsed with 1/(8X50 Mb/s), yielding 
a pulse width of 2.5 nsec at a repeating frequency of 
400 MHz. 

The delay lines are passive and easy to implement. 
Illustratively, for single mode fiber used at 1.3 ^m with 
an index n of approximately 1.5, the delay time is 20.5 
cm/nsec. Accordingly, a 2.5 nsec of delay is obtained 
for every 0.51 meters of fiber. In accordance with an es- 
pecially preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the different length delay lines are arranged in a manner 
(not shown) which reorders the monotonic sequence of 



channels output by router 36 into a different order in 
which adjacent wavelengths are separated to thereby 
minimize the effects of crosstalk due to spectral overlap. 
By way of illustrative example, channels 1 -8 may be re- 
ordered as shown in FIG. 3 to obtain the sequence of 
channels 1 , 4, 7, 2, 5, 8, 3, and 6 by using fiber delay 
line lengths of 0.51 meters, 2.04 meters, 3.57 meters, 
1 .02 meters, 2.55 meters, 4.08 meters, 1 .53 meters, and 
3.06 meters, respectively. Such an arrangement there- 
by provides a spacing between wavelength channels 
that is sufficient to overcome the disadvantages associ- 
ated with prior art spectrally sliced systems. Of course, 
the delay lines 38a through 38h employed may be ar- 
ranged to achieve any desired sequence of wavelength 
channels and the specific arrangements shown and de- 
scribed herein are by way of illustrative example only. 

FIG. 7 shows the measured pulse streams of the 
eight wavelength channels output by the waveguide 
grating router 18 following the insertion of delays and 
consequent reordering to obtain the sequence men- 
tioned in the preceding example. The channel output 
power variation, determined from the peak intensities in 
FIG. 7, was 1.6 dB. 

As noted above, multiplexing of the thus-created 
plurality of wavelength channels or variably delayed 
pulses is achieved by optical coupler 40. In the 8-chan- 
nel embodiment shown in FIG. 3, up to 64 subscribers 
may be served from a single optical source by employ- 
ing a star coupler having eight input ports and eight out- 
put ports to combine the respective delayed pulse chan- 
nels into a single eight-channel sequence that is then 
split evenly among the eight output ports of the coupler. 
The star coupler 40 used in the arrangement of FIG. 3 
to combine the stream of pulses in the desired order had 
a measured insertion loss of 9.5 dB. A single modulator, 
as one of modulators 26a - 26h coupled to a respective 
output port of the optical coupler 40, may be operated 
to modulate some or all of the channels present in the 
multiple channel sequence. 

As will be readily appreciated by those skilled in the 
art the multiple channel filter and optical coupler of 
wavelength channel defining assembly 22 introduce 
considerable insertion losses. Accordingly, care should 
be taken to ensure that the output power of the optical 
source is sufficient for the number of subscribers to be 
served. In the exemplary system depicted in FIG. 3, 
each modulator as M1 through Mn was configured as a 
polarization independent structure and monolith ically in- 
tegrated with a semiconductor amplifier to ensure a sig- 
nal level adequate for transmission to receiver 14. Any 
optical receiver arrangement capable of receiving and 
demultiplexing an optical signal comprising a plurality of 
wavelength channels for subsequent distribution to re- 
spective subscribers may be employed. In the illustra- 
tive example of FIG. 3, a passive WDM receiver is pro- 
vided utilizing a multiple channel filter 42 similar to the 
one employed in the wavelength channel defining as- 
sembly 22. Integrated optics versions of WDM filter de- 
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vice 42 have been made in silicaon -silicon substrates 
and with InGaAsP wafers including on-chip amplifiers. 
Bulk components, consisting of fiber arrays and grat- 
ings, or multiple interference filter components could al- 
so be used to provide a passive WDM receiver. 

Using a second WGR 42 at the receiver 14 for pas- 
sive WDM demultiplexing of the eight channels, a 12.5 
dB insertion loss was observed. The received demulti- 
plexed signals, detected using a p-i-n receiver, are 
shown in FIG. 8 A. With data modulation, the eye pattern 
at -32 dBm received power of a typical channel is shown 
in FIG. 8B. 

According to our invention, if a WDM splitter in the 
receiver 14 is upgraded or changed (causing changes 
in wavelength channels), the TDM source at transmitter 
12 can easily be changed to accommodate the new 
wavelength channel. Our approach is attractive since all 
the high-speed TDM electronics is at the transmitter 12 
which can be located at a central office, and the simple 
passive WDM 42 (at receiver 14) is located, literally, in 
the field where it is less accessible and where more hos- 
tile 

FIGS. 9A and 9B depict alternate implementations 
of a wavelength channel defining assembly which may 
be employed in accordance with the present invention. 
Comparing the wavelength channel defining assembly 
22 of FIG. 9A with the configuration utilized in the illus- 
trative system of FIG. 3, it will be immediately apparent 
that the positions of the optical coupler and multiple 
channel filter may be reversed. In the illustrated embod- 
iment of FIG. 9A, amplified broad spectrum pulses 16* 
received from the optical source (not shown) are split by 
a 1 X N star coupler 40', with N denoting the number of 
channels to be spectrally sliced from the broad spectrum 
pulses, to thereby form a plurality of power-split replicas 
of the input signal. Optical delay lines 38a' through 38h' 
delay the respective broad spectrum pulse sequences 
in the same manner as the spectrally sliced pulses were 
delayed in the previously described embodiment. These 
delayed pulse sequences are then fed to respective in- 
puts of a multiple input, multiple output WDM demulti- 
plexer as, for example, M X N wavelength grating router 
36\ where N is the number of input wavelength channels 
and M is the number of output signals containing a se- 
quence of the wavelength channels. In a sequential 
manner, the multiplexer spectrally slices each respec- 
tive wavelength channels from a corresponding delayed 
broad spectrum pulse to form a plurality of output signals 
each containing a sequence of individually addressable 
wavelength channels. As will be readily ascertained by 
those skilled in the art, the order in which the respec- 
tively delayed broad spectrum pulse sequences are de- 
livered to the inputs of the WDM multiplexer determines 
the order of the wavelength channels so that, in a man- 
ner similar to that described in connection with the illus- 
trative embodiment of FIG. 3, the wavelength channels 
may be advantageously reordered to reduce the cross- 
talk associated with spectral overlap. 



In the wavelength channel defining assembly 22" of 
FIG. 9B, the multiple channel filter is configured as a 
conventional 1 X N WDM demultiplexer 36° while the 
optical coupler is configured as a conventional M X N 

5 WDM multiplexer as, for example, M X N wavelength 
grating router 38", where N is the number of input wave- 
length channels and M is the number of output signals 
containing a sequence of the wavelength channels. As 
seen in FIG. 9B, the respective output ports of the de- 

io multiplexer are coupled by optical delay lines 38a n -38h a 
to the corresponding input ports of the multiplexer. 

FIG. 10 shows an exemplary network into which a 
spectrally sliced WDM transmission system constructed 
in accordance with the present invention would be in- 

15 stalled. Data enters a switching network 50 from a data 
source or from another network. The switching network 
50 formats the multichannel data into a high-speed TDM 
stream 52 to be used with the WDM transmitter. The 
modulators (not shown) of WDM transmitter 1 2 then en- 

20 code the high-speed TDM data stream onto the individ- 
ually addressable sequence of spectrally sliced wave- 
length channels and transmits the data through one or 
more transmission fiber systems (illustratively, 10-20 
km) - only one of which, generally indicated at reference 

25 numeral 54, is shown - to the remote location where a 
WDM splitter device 56 is located. The individual wave- 
length channels are then separated at the WDM device 
56, and each wavelength signal is directed to a separate 
ONU (optical network unit) 58 which receives the data 

30 with a low-rate inexpensive decoding receiver operat- 
ing, illustratively, at 50 MHz. 

Although the foregoing detailed description has de- 
scribed the present invention primarily in terms of par- 
ticular applications of spectrally sliced-source WDM 

35 systems, it should be understood that the embodiments 
discussed are exemplary only. Many variations may be 
made in the arrangements shown, including the type of 
optical signal source, the selection and arrangement of 
channel filtering and optical coupling components within 

40 the wavelength channel defining assembly, the type of 
optical delay lines, the type of optical modulator, the type 
of WDM splitter, and the type of network architecture for 
implementation of a spectrally sliced, delay inserting 
WDM system. 

45 

Claims 

1. An optical multiple wavelength apparatus compris- 
50 ing 

a broad spectrum optical source operable at a 
first rate to generate a sequence of output puls- 
es having a spectral bandwidth encompassing 
55 a plurality of discrete wavelength bands; and 

a channel defining assembly optically coupled 
to said broad spectrum source for resolving the 
output pulses of the optical source into said piu- 
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rality of discrete wavelength bands, inserting a 
time delay between said discrete wavelength 
bands to thereby define a sequence of individ- 
ually addressable wavelength channels, and 
combining the discrete wavelength bands into 
at least one multiplexed output signal. 

2. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 

1, further including an optical modulator encoding 
at least one optical wavelength channel using a da- 
ta signal operating at a second rate equal to or 
greater than said first rate to form at least one en- 
coded optical channel. 

3. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 

2, wherein the second rate is equal to or greater 
than said first rate multiplied by the number of opti- 
cal wavelength channels. 

4. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 
2 or claim 3, wherein each discrete wavelength 
channel comprises short optical pulses having a 
pulse width that is less than or equal to the inverse 
of the second rate. 

5. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 
2 or claim 3, wherein each discrete wavelength 
channel comprises short optical pulses having a 
pulse width that is greater than the inverse of the 
second rate. 



lines and combining at least some of them for sub- 
sequent transmission over a common waveguide. 

9. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of any of 
the preceding claims wherein said wavelength 
bands are reordered in said sequence so that chan- 
nels that are adjacent in wavelength are not adja- 
cent in time. 

10. A method of operating a transmitter in an optical 
communication system, comprising the steps of: 

resolving output pulses of a broad spectrum op- 
tical source into a plurality of discrete wave- 
length bands; 

inserting a time delay between the resolved dis- 
crete wavelength bands to thereby define a se- 
quence of individually addressable wavelength 
channels; and 

combining the discrete wavelength bands into 
at least one multiplexed output signal. 



6. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of any of 
the preceding claims wherein the channel defining 
assembly includes a wavelength division demulti- 
plexer having an input port optically coupled to said 35 
optical source and a plurality of output ports : said 
wavelength division multiplexer being operable to 
resolve each input optical pulse into a plurality of 
short optical pulses, each short optical pulse corre- 
sponding to one of said discrete wavelength bands 40 
and being supplied at one of said plurality of output 
ports. 



7. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 

6, wherein the channel defining assembly further in- 45 
eludes a plurality of optical fiber delay lines, each 
delay line being optically coupled to one of the out- 
put ports of said demultiplexer, for delaying the time 
when short optical pulses associated with a given 
wavelength channel arrive at an output of the chan- so 
nel defining assembly relative to when pulses asso- 
ciated with other wavelength channels arrive. 



8. The optical multiple wavelength apparatus of claim 
7, wherein the channel defining assembly further in- ss 
eludes an optical combiner having a plurality of in- 
put ports and at least one output port for receiving 
respectively delayed optical pulses from said delay 
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(54) Optical communication system employing spectrally sliced optical source 



(57) An apparatus and method provides optical mul- 
tiple wavelength signals using a single, broadband op- 
tical source 18 such, tor example, as an LED, to gener- 
ate many independent optical wavelength channels. An 
optical transmitter includes a wavelength channel defin- 
ing assembly 22 which resolves the broad spectrum 
pulses output by the source into discrete wavelength 
bands constituting respective pulses (i.e., wavelength 
channels) and which inserts a delay between the bands 
to define a sequence of individually addressable chan- 
nels. In accordance with one embodiment of the inven- 
tion, spectral splicing is achieved by a waveguide grat- 
ing router 36, and insertion of the respective delays is 



achieved by individual fiber sections 38, each section 
having a length selected to introduce a particular delay, 
coupled to the output ports of the router. The inserted 
delays can be conveniently selected to separate adja- 
cent wavelength channels and thereby minimize the 
likelihood of crosstalk. Pulses of the thus-resolved chan- 
nels arrive at different times to a multiplexer 40 which 
may be configured, for example, as a passive WDM mul- 
tiplexer or as a star combiner. The resulting sequence 
of addressable wavelength channels may be supplied 
to one or more high-speed, broadband modulators 26, 
with each modulator being operable to modulate some 
or all of the channels. 
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